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FROM THE APOSTLE’S DESK

RESPONDING TO WORLDLY DEMANDS IN A BIBLICAL WAY

I received an interesting joke and yet with a deep lesson via sms during
the month of July 2009. The joke went something like this: | visited the
police station the other day and next to the door seated on a chair, |
spotted a policeman reading a Bible. Out of curiosity, | decided to "test'
his Bible knowledge and asked him whether he knew who Abel’s killer
was. He answered that he was not the one dealing with murder cases at
the station, but he can take me to his colleague tasked with
that responsibility. My immediate thought about this was that many times
we pose as Christians and yet in actual fact we do not have a real
relationship with Jesus Christ.

Contrary to the secular world's cynical endeavors to demean and rubbish
the Bible as nothing more than a historical chronicle and fable, it stands
tall as the Word of God containing a kaleidoscope of mysteries, secrets,
formulas and divine revelation. The most painful sight for me is the plight
of God's people on the continent of Africa through natural disasters which
are sometimes demonically orchestrated owing to occultic doorways as a '

result of witchcraft practices, through man-made wars and high leveled Apostle Marson Sharpley
political corruption in some instances. Dambisa Moyo in her book, "Dead Aid-Why Aid Is Not Working And
How There Is Another Way For Africa" notes that: "More than US $2 trillion of foreign aid has been
transferred from rich countries to poor over the past fifty years- Africa the biggest recipient, by far. Yet
regardless of the motivation for aid-giving-economic, political or moral - aid has failed to deliver the promise
of sustainable economic growth and poverty reduction™.

We must realize that even though aid remains at the heart of the development agenda, it has not lived up to
expectations. This is despite the fact that there are compelling reasons to show that it perpetuates the cycle of
poverty and derails sustainable economic growth. Isaiah 30:1""Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help,
And rely on horses, Who trust in chariots because they are very strong, But who do not look to the Holy
One of Israel, Nor seek the Lord!"" This scripture, like thousands others in the Word of God is unequivocal
in it's declaration that the answer lies with God through His Word! The Word of God contains divine strategies
for all aspects of Man's life, viz. marriage, health, family, children, friends, enemies, finance and much, much
more! The Bible is the road map, the menu to an abundant life of dominion both here on the earth and in
eternity! It is eternal in its message because it is the Word of God.

I received an email which actually pleased my heart because the issue of poverty alleviation and sustainable
economic development are priority interests to me both as a minister of the gospel and a community activist.
The e-mail came from an organization called ANSA-Alternatives to Neo-Liberalism in Southern Africa.
Continued on page 2
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The advancement of the Kingdom of God through the winning of souls for the purpose of
developing them into disciples of Jesus Christ.
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The first paragraph explained that the ANSA Project "is an attempt to outline the changes needed in Southern
Africa to liberate the region from the shackles of neo-liberalism. It hopes to provide a basis for discussions
amongst workers, farmers ,women, intellectuals, youth, NGOs and politicians that are willing to find solutions
to mass poverty, exclusion and exploitation™.

What encouraged me about the mail was that it was an invitation to attend a workshop at a local Windhoek
hotel where the matter at hand would be explained and expounded upon so that we are able to spread the
thinking through empowering other people with the knowledge we would receive. Unfortunately | was unable
to attend, but | did indicate to the sender of the invitation that I am willing to be fully involved in any
intervention that aims at poverty alleviation in our country and continent. The condition being that there must
not be any hidden political agenda or any sort of sectarian tendencies based on the bias of those who either
fund or implement the ideas of the organization. The fact that they invited some of us as church leaders was a
huge encouragement to me because it gives an indication that those who are seriously seeking solutions to the
perplexing problems our societies face recognize the capacity of the church to assist.

Now when we as the Body of Christ respond to such clarion calls and needs, we have to ensure that we do it
from a clearly biblical point of view. Psalm 127:1 ""Unless the Lord builds the house, They labor in vain
who build it...""

It is clear form the Word of God that the formula to build anything of substance and sustainability, God must
be involved. The world we live in is organized according to institutionalized systems which

when implemented are meant to serve the 2% of the world's population that owns 50% of the earth's wealth.
All man-made institutions while exposing the amazing ability of man to organize himself, are prone to
manipulations through technology and intellectualism for personal, selfish gain for those who carry out such
exercises. The complexity and the speed of technological advancement (not necessarily for our enhancement)
of the world is enough to stress, confuse and depress anyone who does not meander the maze that the matrix of
life creates to the point of committing suicide. This is more so where there is a deficit in the relationship with
Jesus Christ through the Bible.

Space really does not allow me to elaborate on many concepts | have mentioned, however, please note that |
am readily available to discuss and debate this subject with anyone who desires to interrogate and explore it
further!

THE ANSWERS TO LIFE’S ENTIRE QUESTIONS LIE IN THE BIBLE WHICH WHEN YOU START TO
EXPLORE IT, YOU WILL FIND THAT YOU DO NOT READ THE BIBLE, IT READS YOU.

God bless!

APOSTLE MARSON SHARPLEY

God is Spirit -“Woaorship Him in spirit and in truth™

Wednesday, 19" August and Thursday, 20 August 2009
Venue: Safari Court and Hotel
Time: 19h00

BISHOP TUDOR BISMARK (ZIMBABWE)

Friday, let August @ 19h00 and Sunday, 23rOI August 2009

r

f
I NN




About Bishop Tudor Bismark

Bishop Tudor Bismark resides in Harare, Zimbabwe, which is in the southern
region of the continent of Africa. He and his wife, ChiChi, founded Jabula —
New Life Ministries International in 1989, initially as an extension of New Life
Covenant Church in Harare.

Bishop Bismark serves as an Apostolic overseer to over 900 churches in 12
African nations, the United Kingdom, New Zealand, South America, the West
Indies, and the United States. In addition to providing full-time financial support
to hundreds of pastors and churches, the ministry is responsible for the
operation of an extensive Medical Assistance Program, orphanages, and other

humanitarian outreaches in Southern Africa.

Bishop Tudor Bismark
Bishop Bismark travels extensively functioning in the role of an Apostle, and is sounding a clear voice in this
season that it is time for God's people to establish His kingdom in the earth. His teachings are changing the
way that ministry is being done in the 21st century, and his wisdom concerning global trends is transforming
the minds and hearts of countless pastors and leaders around the world.

LEADERSHIP SEMINAR
SPEAKER: BISHOP TUDOR BISMARK

DATE: THURSDAY, 20 AUGUST 2009
TIME: 9H00 — 13H00
VENUE: SAFARI COURT CONFERENCE CENTRE, WINDHOEK

REGISTRATION FORM - FREE ENTRY

SURNAME: FIRST NAME: TITLE:

MINISTRY (if applicable):

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

FAX NO: CELL PHONE: WORK PHONE:

NOTE:

Please complete one form per person and fax to: 061 — 22 52 35
Registration deadline: Monday, 17 August 2009

For more information contact: Pastor Mara Booysen @ 081 122 3087
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